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Monday,  Aug.  9  - 

This  morning  we  three  took  a  hansom  and  drove  to  the  American  Line 
offices  and  made  our  exchange  and  secured  our  steamship  tickets  and  asked 
Innumerable  questions  of  the  English  clerk. 

From  there  we  secured  another  hansom  and  drove  gaily  to  Old  Curiosity 
Shop  where  we  connected  with  Dr.  Bertllng  and  the  typical  guide  whom  he  has 
engaged  for  service  here.  From  there  we  drove  to  the  Cheshire  Cheese  and  on  the 
next  corner  I  espied  Thos.  Cook  &  Son  and  Immediately  dashed  forth  and  found 
myself  absolutely  alone  in  London.  In  the  magic  Cook  office  I  made  all  my  plans 
for  the  Independent  jaunt  I  am  about  to  take.  Secured  my  railway  tickets,  boat 
tickets,  hotel  coupons,  lists  and  time  tables  and.  Incidentally,  relieved  myself 
of  considerable  cash.  From  there  I  walked  up  Ludgate  Hill  to  St.  Paul's  and  found 
the  party  there . 

We  drove  to  Temple  Church  and  Temple  Hall  and  saw  grave  of  Oliver 
Goldsmith,  Black  Friars  Bridge,  Big  Ben  and  back  to  St.  Ermlns . 

After  lunch  I  secured  a  Paris  gown  from  Miss  Oer,  a  young  lady  In  the 
party.  She  found  In  Paris  the  sort  of  gown  (  unmade  )  I  was  looking  for  and  she 
seemed  willing  to  sell  It  so  I  am  In  something  dandy  for  next  Winter.  This 
afternoon's  drive  brought  us  face  to  face  with  many  places  the  names  of  which 
have  been  familiar  for  years  - 

Kensington  Palace,  Queen  Victoria ' s  birthplace,  Albert  Memorial, 

(  ?  )  Polter  Row,  Hyde  Park,  Plcadllly  Circus,  the  new  Victoria 

Monument,  St.  James's  Palace,  and  other  equally  Interesting 

places . 

I  think  I  am  liking  this  place  particularly,  sorry  to  leave  as  early  as  Wednesday 
night  but  must  In  order  to  get  even  a  glimpse  of  Holland. 


Letters  from  home  this  morning  -  oh  they  seemed  good. 


